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Corn Acreage Increases, Soybean Acreage Drops

Maryland: Growers planted 530,000 acres of corn for the 2003 crop year, up 4 percent from last year’s final estimate
of 510,000 acres, and up 8 percent from 2001's final estimate of 490,000 acres.  Over the last five years, corn acreage
has ranged from 470,000 acres in 1999 to the current high of 530,000 acres , with a five year average of 492,000  acres.
Maryland producers intend to plant 480,000 acres of soybeans, down 2 percent from 490,000 acres in 2002 and 8 percent
from 2001's final estimate of 520,000 acres.  The five year average for soybean plantings is 500,000 acres.  The largest
soybean acreage in the last seven years was 1997 when 530,000 acres were planted.            

For small grains, winter wheat plantings are 165,000 acres, down 15 percent from last year’s 195,000 acres.  Growers
expect to harvest 150,000 acres for grain.   Barley planted acreage is estimated at 45,000 acres, the same amount as last
year.  Growers expect to harvest  40,000 acres of barley   for grain.  Sorghum acreage is estimated at 5,000 acres, the
same as last year.

Maryland tobacco acreage is forecast at 1,500 acres, down 12 percent from the 2002 estimate of 1,700.  All hay
harvested acres are forecast at 215,000, down 2 percent from last year’s final estimate of 220,000 acres.  This includes
50,000 acres of alfalfa hay and 165,000 acres of all other hay.  Potato growers expect to plant 4,700 acres of potatoes,
down 2 percent from the 2002 final estimate of 4,800 acres.  This was the first drop in potato acreage since 1998.
      
United States:  Corn planted area for all purposes is estimated at 79.1 million acres, virtually unchanged from 2002 but
4 percent above 2001. Growers expect to harvest 72.0 million acres for grain, up 4 percent from 2002. Farmers increased
corn plantings 44,000 acres from their March intentions. Much needed precipitation was received in late April and early
May across much of the Corn Belt which helped relieve long-term moisture deficits. However, the early May rainfall
slowed fieldwork and delayed some producers from getting their corn crop planted. Farmers reported that 95 percent of
the corn acreage had been planted at the time of the survey interview which is slightly below the average for the past
10 years. 

The 2003 soybean planted area is estimated at 73.7 million acres, down 105,000 acres from last year, and if realized,
the lowest planted area since 1998. This is the third consecutive year that soybean planted acres have declined in the
United States. Area for harvest is estimated at 72.7 million acres, up 1 percent from 2002. The planted acreage is up
471,000 acres from the March Prospective Plantings report. Persistent wet weather forced growers along the Southeast
and along the Atlantic Coastal Plain to switch to soybeans from their earlier cotton and corn intentions. Growers in North
Dakota and Minnesota planted less spring wheat and more soybeans. Of the 31 soybean estimating States, producers
decreased planted acres from last year in 11 States, while producers increased acres in 15 States. Farmers reported that
83 percent of the intended soybean acreage had been planted at the time of the survey interview, compared to an average
of 77 percent for the past 10 years. 

All wheat planted area is estimated at 60.9 million acres, up 1 percent from 2002. Harvested area is expected to total
52.7 million acres, up 15 percent from last year. The 2003 winter wheat planted area, at 44.3 million acres, is 6 percent
above last year, but virtually unchanged from the previous estimate. Of this total, about 32.0 million acres are Hard Red
Winter, 8.1 million acres Soft Red Winter, and 4.3 million acres White Winter. Acreage planted to other spring wheat
for 2003 is estimated at 13.8 million, down 12 percent from 2002. Of this total, about 13.0 million acres are Hard Red
Spring wheat. The Durum planted area for 2003 is estimated at 2.80 million acres, down 4 percent from last year. 



Commodity Unit
Planted Harvested Average Yield Production

2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003

Maryland 1,000 Acres 1,000 
Corn1 ACR 510 530 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
  Corn Grain BU ---- ---- 425 450 76 ---- 32,300 ----
  Corn Silage TON ---- ---- 80 ---- 12 ---- 960 ----
Soybeans BU 490 480 470 475 23 ---- 10,810 ----

Sorghum1 BU 5 5 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
Sorghum Grain BU ---- ---- 4 4 47 ---- 188 ----
Sorghum Silage TON ---- ---- 1 --- 11 ---- 11 ----
Winter Wheat BU 195 165 180 150 66 64 11,880 9,600
Barley BU 45 45 41 40 82 ---- 3,362 ----
All Hay TON ---- ---- 220 215 2.3 ---- 508 ----
 Alfalfa Hay TON ---- ---- 60 50 2.6 ---- 156 ----
 Other Hay TON ---- ---- 160 165 2.2 ---- 352 ----
Tobacco LBS ---- ---- 1.7 1.5 1,400 ---- 2,380 ----

Potatoes,Summer CWT 4.8 4.7 4.7 4.6 250 ---- 1,175 ----

United States 1,000,000
Corn1 ACR 79,054 79,066 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
 Corn Grain BU ---- ---- 69,313 71,985 130 ---- 9,008 ----
 Corn Silage TON ---- ---- 7,490 ---- 14 ---- 105 ----
Soybeans BU 73,758 73,653 72,160 72,681 37.8 ---- 2,730 ----
Sorghum1 BU 9,580 9,477 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
 Sorghum Grain BU ---- ---- 7,299 8,121 50.7 ---- 370 ----
 Sorghum Silage TON ---- ---- 352 ---- 9.5 ---- 3 ----
Wheat, Winter BU 41,735 44,349 29,651 36,447 39 45 1,143 1,626
Barley BU 5,073 5,461 4,135 4,899 55 ---- 227 ----
All Hay TON ---- ---- 64,497 64,379 2.34 ---- 151 ----
Alfalfa Hay TON ---- ---- 23,135 23,541 3.19 ---- 74 ----
Other Hay TON ---- ---- 41,362 40,838 1.86 ---- 77 ----
Tobacco LBS ---- ---- 428.7 413.7 2,068 ---- 890 ----
Potatoes,Summer CWT 62.2 65.1 59.1 63.1 304 ---- 18 ----

1 Acres planted is for all purposes.
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